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Bishop Ideological / Partisanship Indicator (BIPI) Analysis for the 10 (Ten) Candidates  

For USCCB President & Vice President  

Prepared as Background Information for %ovember 2013 USCCB Meeting 

 

 

The 10 candidates for president and vice-president of the Unites States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops (USCCB) were announced by the USCCB in mid-October.  The election for these 

officers is scheduled to take place the week of November 11
th
 at the USCCB semi-annual 

meeting in Baltimore.  See TABLE 3, page 6, for a list of the 10 candidates. 

 

Elections have consequences.  This is true for elections in the Catholic Church as well.  The 

election of Archbishop Jorge Mario Bergoglio (Archbishop of Buenos Aires, Argentina) as Pope 

Francis has animated hearts and minds in the global community beyond anyone’s imagination.  

His election has been accompanied by a new sense of possibility within the Church and within 

society – “The Francis Factor” as some have called it. 

 

For the purpose of determining what consequences, if any, are suggested by this slate of 

candidates, Catholic Democrats has examined these 10 candidates according to objective 

indicators of their ideological inclinations and / or their partisanship.  These indicators are 

referred to as the Bishop Ideological / Partisanship Indicator or BIPI. 

   

BIPI indicators are based on two criteria.   

 

• First criteria: individual actions taken by bishops in response to events – or action episodes – 
in the public square.  We have assigned a value for each action and call this the Action Episode 

BIPI.   

 

• Second criteria: collective actions taken by bishops.  In this case, actions have been examined 
related to the advancement of the USCCB’s “religious liberty” campaign in 2012 and 2013 

during the Fortnight for Freedom (F4F), the two week period from June 21
st
 to July 4

th
.  

Similarly, we have assigned a value for collective actions during each of these two periods and 

call this the Fortnight for Freedom BIPI.  

 

Action Episode BIPI 

 

For purposes of this analysis, we examined the following four action episodes: the 2004 

presidential election campaign; the 2008 presidential election campaign; the weeks leading up to 

President Obama’s Commencement Address at the University of Notre Dame in April and May 

2009; and, the period from the launch of the Manhattan Declaration in November 2009 through 

June 2012. 

 

Note, we have identified publicly available lists of actions taken by US bishops during each 

action episode compiled by credible third-party sources for purposes of this analysis.  

Subsequently, we compiled an aggregated table for all bishops that included the action episodes 

associated with each bishop.  See TABLE 1 on the following page for the number of bishops 

associated with each action episode. 
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Note that the BIPI Value assigned to each bishop for signing the Manhattan Declaration is twice 

the values assigned to the other three action episodes, 2 (two) vs. 1 (one).  The reason is that a 

bishop receives 1 (one) point for signing the declaration and one point for the relationships with 

conservative Evangelical leaders that their signing implies.  A political alliance has grown 

between Evangelical leaders and Catholics since the mid-1990s.
1
  It is the opinion of this author 

that the Manhattan Declaration is the most recent, most widespread, and clearest indication of 

this alliance.  These relationships are a continuing source of influence on these bishops and as 

such are given a BIPI value of 1 (one) that is included with the BIPI value of 1 (one) for signing 

the Manhattan Declaration. 

 

 
TABLE 1 

Summary of ACTION EPISODE Bishop Ideological / Partisan Indicators 
As of June 2012 

 
Action Episode 

BIPI 
 

 
Description of Action 

No. of 
Bishops 
Taking 
Action 

Action 
Episode 

BIPI 
Value 

2004 Presidential 
Campaign:  

January 2004 to 
November 2004 

16 (sixteen) bishops made unprecedented public statements denying 
presidential candidate Sen. John Kerry Holy Communion, a subtle form 
of excommunication that sought to publicly impugn his standing in the 
Church. 
http://www.bsos.umd.edu/gvpt/glayman/Gray_APSA_Paper.pdf 
 

16 1 

2008 Presidential 
Campaign: 

August 2008 to 
November 2008 

57 (fifty-seven) bishops made public statements advancing the message 
that abortion was the most important issue for voters in the 2008 
presidential election.  Their statements stood in contrast to the US 
bishops voting guide, Faithful Citizenship, that also asserted that 
Catholics should nor be single issue voters.  To varying degrees, they 
suggested, that you cannot be a good Catholic and vote for the 
Democratic candidate. 
http://whispersintheloggia.blogspot.com/2008/10/50-bishops-and-then-
some.html 
 

57 1 

President Obama’s 
appearance at the 
University of Notre 
Dame:  

April - May 2009 

82 (eighty-two) bishops made unprecedented public statements calling 
for the University of Notre Dame to rescind its invitation to President 
Obama to be the commencement speaker at their 2009 graduation 
because it would undermine the Catholic identity of Notre Dame. 
http://www.lifesitenews.com/news/archive/ldn/2009/may/09050607 
 

82 1 

Signer’s of the 
Manhattan 
Declaration: 

November 2009 to 
through June 2012 
 

Since its unveiling in November 2009, thru June of 2012, 54 (fifty-four) 
bishops have signed the Manhattan Declaration, a religious manifesto 
sponsored by conservative Evangelical leaders closely associated with 
the Republican Party and written by Catholic Republican, Robert George 
of Princeton.  The document, laden with Republican rhetoric, is a “call to 
Christian conscience” advancing the issues of religious liberty, life and 
the family and marriage. 
http://manhattandeclaration.org/man_dec_resources/list_of_religious_le
aders.pdf 
 

54 2 

 
Total Possible Action Episode BIPI 

 
5 
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Fortnight for Freedom (F4F) BIPI 

 

In November 2011, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) voted 

unanimously to make religious liberty its strategic priority in the 2012 presidential election year.  

They prosecuted an unprecedented parish-based religious liberty campaign in the 17,000+ 

Catholic parishes in the United States.  As many as 26 million voting age Catholics were 

subjected to the campaign each week at Mass, with messages that included: 1) partisan rhetoric
2
; 

2) factually incorrect
3
, incendiary information; and, 3) calls for civil disobedience

4
. 

 

This was a collective action vs. an individual action and as such the F4F BIPI for each year is 

valued lower than the Action Episode BIPI.  Collective actions are subject to group influence and 

support and as such are not as clear an indicator of ideology or partisanship.  Whereas an Action 

Episode BIPI is valued at 1 (one) or 2 (two), the F4F BIPI is valued at .75 (‘point’ seven five) for 

each year.   

 

Also, the F4F BIPI is comprised of two values – each equaling .375 (“point” three seven five) ‒ 
that total .75 (‘point’ seven five): one value for being listed on the USCCB Web site as a 

participant in the F4F campaign and one value that indicates that the diocese did more than just 

post a brochure or create a one page Web presence such as Web page portal.
5
  

 

In the opinion of this author, the latter is an indication of the degree to which a particular bishop 

prosecuted the religious liberty campaign.  Note, this assessment requires a degree of subjective 

interpretation in contrast to the objective use of third party sources used to determine a particular 

bishop’s involvement in an action episode.    

 

Based on publicly available lists on the USCCB Web site, we assigned a value for each bishop’s 

involvement in the USCCB’s Religious Liberty campaign for both 2012 and 2013 as shown in 

Table 2 below. 

 

 
TABLE 2 

Summary of Religious Liberty Bishop Ideological / Partisan Indicators 
As of June 2013 

Religious Liberty BIPI Description of Action No. of 
Bishops 
Taking 
Action 

F4F BIPI 
Value: 

Listed on 
USCCB 

Web Site 

F4F  
BIPI 

Value: 
Diocesan 
Web Page 

Portal
2
 

F4F 
BIPI 

Value: 
Total 

2012 Fortnight for 
Freedom: 

June 21, 2012 to July 
4, 2012 

A two week period of prayer and 
advocacy action in opposition to the 
alleged infringement of “our most 
cherished freedom”, the right to practice 
our religion in all aspects of our lives. 

174 .375 .375 .75 

2013 Fortnight for 
Freedom: 

June 21, 2013 to July 
4, 2013 

A two week period of prayer and 
advocacy action in opposition to the 
alleged infringement of “our most 
cherished freedom”, the right to practice 
our religion in all aspects of our lives. 

130 .375 .375 .75 

 

Total Possible Fortnight for Freedom BIPI Value 
 

1.5 
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Analysis 

 

After assigning the appropriate Action Episode BIPI value to each bishop for each action 

episode, we compiled an aggregated list of all US bishops with an Action Episode BIPI.  By 

doing so, it allows us to determine the degree to which the 10 candidates are representative of the 

entire group of US bishops according to those bishops with a BIPI indicator and those without.   

 

Subsequently, we assigned a F4F BIPI for each of the 10 candidates for USCCB President and 

Vice-President.  The F4F BIPI should be used as a supplemental indicator to the Action Episode 

BIPI.  The assignment of this value is subject to more interpretation with respect to determining 

what does and does qualify as a Diocesan Web page portal for the fortnight for Freedom.  

 

Finally, we combined the Action Episode BIPI and the F4F BIPI for each of the 10 candidates. 

 

Results of Analysis 

 

1. As a group, the 10 USCCB presidential candidates are more ideological / partisan than the 
group of US bishops as a whole.  Eight of the 10 candidates, or 80%, have a BIPI indicator 

while only 36% of the group of active US bishops have a BIPI indicator and 29% of all US 

bishops, which includes retired bishops, have a BIPI indicator.  See GRAPH 1 below. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRAPH 1

Comparison of USCCB Presidential Candidates, Active 

U.S. Bishops & All U.S Bishops With & Without

Bishop Ideological / Partisan Indicator (BIPI)
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2.  Bishop Blase Cupich (Spokane) and Archbishop Dennis Schnurr (Cincinnati) are the two 

bishops among the candidates who do have an Action Episode BIPI value.  Bishop Gregory 

Aymond (New Orleans) had a BIPI value of 1.   

 

Bishop Cupich is the only bishop who does not have a F4F BIPI value making him the only 

bishop among the candidates with a BIPI total of -0-. 

 

See GRAPH 2 below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It should be noted that 4 of the 10 candidates have signed the Manhattan Declaration including 

the current USCCB vice president, Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz (Lousiville), Archbishop Allen 

H. Vigneron (Detroit), Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski (Miami), and Archbishop Charles J. 

Chaput (Philadelphia), a finalist for vice-president in 2010. 

 

It is also worthy of note that the Archdiocese of Philadelphia does not have a Fortnight for 

Freedom Web portal for 2013 as it does for 2012.  Given that the head of that diocese, 

Archbishop Charles Chaput, is widely considered one of the more “culture war”- oriented 

NOTE:  X.0  indicates that a bishop signed the Manhattan Declaration. 

GRAPH 2

Summary of Bishop Ideological / Partisan Indicators (BIPI) 

by Candidate for USCCB President & Vice-President
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bishops, this suggests that a choice was made by the archdiocese to put less of an emphasis on 

the Fortnight for Freedom in 2013 as compared to 2012 and may be an indication that the US 

bishops do not intend to prosecute their religious liberty campaign to the same degree that they 

have in the past. 

 

For the compilation of BIPI values by action episode and the Fortnight for Freedom for each of 

the 10 candidates, see TABLE 3 below. 

 

 

 

Limitations of Analysis 

 

This analysis has sought to provide some insight to the 2013 slate of candidates for president and 

vice-president of the USCCB.  It is based on observable criteria obtained from third party 

sources.  While the author believes that the action episodes represent a meaningful sample of the 

US bishops’ words and actions that are indicative of a given bishops ideological orientation and / 

Bishop Ideological / Partisan 

Indicator

Bishop 

Cupich

Arch- 

bishop 

Schnurr

Arch- 

bishop 

Aymond

Arch- 

bishop 

Gomez

Car- 

dinal 

DiNardo

Aarch - 

bishop 

Kurtz

Arch- 

bishop 

Lori

Arch- 

bishop 

Vigneron

Arch- 

bishop 

Wenski

Arch- 

bishop 

Chaput

2004: Pres. Election -           -            -           -           -            -           -           -              -           1          

2008: Pres. Election -           -            -           1          1           -           1          -              -           1          

2009: Note Dame -           -            1          1          1           -           1          1             1          1          

2010 to Present: Manhattan 

Declaration -           -            -           -           -            2          -           2             2          2          

ACTION EPISODE BIBI TOTAL
-           -            1          2          2           2          2          3             3          5          

2012

Listed: USCCB Web site -           0.375    0.375   0.375   0.375    0.375   0.375   0.375      0.375   0.375   

Diocesan Web Page Portal -           -            -           0.375   0.375    0.375   0.375   0.375      0.375   0.375   

2012 F4F Total -           0.375    0.375   0.750   0.750    0.750   0.750   0.750      0.750   0.750   

2013

Listed on USCCB Web site -           0.375    0.375   -           0.375    0.375   0.375   0.375      0.375   0.375   

Diocesan Web Page Portal -           0.375    -           -           -            0.375   0.375   0.375      0.375   -           

2013 F4F Total -           0.750    0.375   -           0.375    0.750   0.750   0.750      0.750   0.375   

FORTNIGHT FOR FREEDOM 

BIPI TOTAL -           1.125    0.750   0.750   1.125    1.500   1.500   1.500      1.500   1.125   

BIPI TOTAL -           1.500    2.125   3.500   3.875    4.250   4.250   5.250      5.250   6.875   

FORTNIGHT FOR FREEDOM (F4F)

ACTION EPISODE

TABLE 3

Summary of USCCB Bishop Ideologial / Partisan Indicator (BIPI) Value

For the 10 (Ten) USCCB Presidential & Vice-Presidential Candidates

NOTE:  See TABLE 1 & 2, on pages 2 and 3 respectively, for a description of each action episode 
used to determine the Bishop Ideological / Partisan Indicator. 
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or partisanship, the analysis is not based on a comprehensive review of all public statements or 

actions taken by the US bishops since 2004,  Additionally, it does not take into consideration the 

leadership qualities or pastoral gifts of these bishops, which are important considerations in 

evaluating the results of this analysis. 

 

Finally, as Catholics, we believe in the transcendent Grace of the Holy Spirit – which, of course, 

cannot be accounted for – to move hearts and minds, and especially so at this time because of the 

unexpected hope that the Bishop of Rome has brought to the Church and global community.  

Hence, it is our hope that whoever is elected to lead the US bishops at this time, he may embrace 

the hope, focus and leadership of Pope Francis and have a similar effect on our Church and 

nation.  
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